Notes.                                   liii
Johnsons discussion on baptism with Mr. Lloyd^ the Birmingham
Qttaker.
(Vol. ii, p. 458.)
In Farm and its Inhabitants (ante^ p. xlii), a further account is given of the controversy between Johnson and Mr. Lloyd the Quaker, on the subject of Barclay's Apology.
' Tradition states that, losing his temper, Dr. Johnson threw the volume on the floor, and put his foot on it, in denunciation of its statements. The identical volume is now in the possession of G. B. Lloyd, of Edgbaston Grove.
' At the dinner table he continued the debate in such angry tones, and struck the table so violently that the children were frightened, and desired to escape.
4 The next morning Dr. Johnson went to the bank [Mr, Lloyd was a banker] and by way of apology called out in his stentorian voice, " I say, Lloyd, I'm the best theologian, but you are the best Christian.'" p. 41. It could not have been 'the next morning1 that Johnson went to the bank, for he left for Lichfield on the evening of the day of the controversy (ante^ ii. 461). He must have gone in the afternoon, while Boswell was away seeing Mr. Boulton's great works at Soho (ib. p. 459).
Mr. G. B. Lloyd, the great-grandson of Johnson's host, in a letter written this summer (1886), says : ' Having spent much of my boyhood with my grandfather in the old house, I have heard him tell the story of the stamping on the broad volume/
Boswell mentions (ib. p. 457) that 'Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd, like their Majesties, had been blessed with a numerous family of fine children, their numbers being exactly the same/ The author of Farm and its Inhabitants says (p. 46): * There is a tradition that when Sampson Lloyd's wife used to feel depressed by the care of such a large family (they had sixteen children) he would say to her,"Never mind, the twentieth will be the most welcome/13 His fifteenth child Catharine married Dr. George Birkbeck, the founder of the Mechanics' Institutes (ib. p. 48).
A story told (p. 50) of one of Mr. Lloyd's sons-in-law, Joseph Biddle, is an instance of that excess of- forgetfulness which
Johnson                in Litchfield.'
